
STATEMENT FOR SAM TO GIVE AT PARISH CONSULTATION SESSIONS

I am here to represent Chesham Bois Parish Council – my name is Sam Payne 
and I am the Clerk to the Council.

The Council would like to  take this opportunity to clarify its role in this 
process.

As a Parish Council we are a Statutory Consultee on all planning matters put 
before Chiltern District Council because the District Council recognises that 
Parish Councils can represent the immediate local view of developments.  The 
Parish Council Planning Committee can offer recommendations to the District 
Council to reject or approve applications in the Parish based on a number of 
specific statutory criteria. However, there is no legal requirement for the 
District Council to make a decision on an application which agrees with our 
recommendations.

In addition, as the Council’s office is currently within the Parish Centre  we are 
also  a tenant.  The Council  would like to retain a presence in the centre of the 
village if possible and have been in discussions regarding office space 
requirements.

As the development is not at planning application stage, nor is there a firm 
offer yet regarding the Parish Council accommodation, the Parish Council has 
not come to a decision regarding the development.

However, it is supportive of the steps that St Leonard’s Church is taking to 
disseminate information about their plans widely to residents and to continue 
to develop those plans further taking the views, needs and concerns of 
residents into account.    

The Council has established a Working Group to keep abreast of the details of 
the development as it emerges, and to support and encourage the 
engagement of Chesham Bois residents with the ongoing consultation 
exercise.   This Working Group will liaise with the Church redevelopment team 
going forward to ensure that this engagement continues and will also be 
making sure that our social media and poster sites can update residents on 
progress.

I will be reporting back to the Working Group and the Council on the two 
meetings held today, and on the variety of views expressed by residents.  


